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What makes something “Critical”?

"of the nature of a crisis, in a 
condition of extreme doubt or 
danger" 

1660s 

etymonline.com

"involving judgment as to the truth or 
merit of something" is from 1640s; 
that of "having the knowledge, ability, 
or discernment to pass judgment" 

1640s 

etymonline.com
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https://chemtrust.org/climate/
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Architectural Internship (McKinley Burkhart Architects)

Early Academic Work



Architectural Internship (McKinley Burkhart Architects)
Early Academic Work, Kibera, Nairobi 

Montana State University

A Fundamental Crisis in our Relations



“Climate”?

https://canadianart.ca/?agenda=uprising-the-power-of-mother-earth-2/
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A Fundamental Crisis in our Relations





“Previous relational approaches have not sufficiently problematized their 
epistemological commitments, i.e., how they know which relations matter in 
any given instance. Or alternatively, which knowledge do they rely on when 
thinking about relations?… 

…[Without] the specificity of particular relations and knowledge we 
reproduce relations of inequality with the denial of its ramifications on the 
urban centres of ‘the West’ as the grounds for racial capitalism.  

…[It] matters who conceptualizes the reactions we centre in our analyses, 
our worlds, and thus which corners and issues of the world we see and 
problematize.” 

Benjamin Klasche and Bruit Poopuu, “What Relations Matter?”



“Their starting points, e.g. the 
relations they call out, should be our 
starting points.” 

Benjamin Klasche and Bruit 
Poopuu, “What Relations Matter?”



“In short, the production systems which we have at 
present define a pattern of control which makes it 
almost impossible for things to be done carefully or 
appropriately, because, almost without exception, 
decisions are in the wrong hands, decisions are 
being made at levels far removed from the 
immediate concrete places where they have 
impact...and, all in all, there is a colossal mismatch 
between the organization of the decision and 
control, and the needs for appropriateness and 
good adaptation which the biological reality of the 
housing system actually requires.”


Christopher Alexander, Howard Davis, Julio 
Martinez, and Don Corner, The production of 
housing (New York: Oxford, 1985), 40.



https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/captivating-venus-flytrap

Housing as a Living Organism



https://www.spiritualpilgrim.net/04_America_The-Covenant-Nation/
17_Cold-War/17g_Shifts-in-American-Culture-r.htm



https://www.spiritualpilgrim.net/04_America_The-Covenant-Nation/
17_Cold-War/17g_Shifts-in-American-Culture-r.htm

https://www.spiritualpilgrim.net/04_America_The-Covenant-Nation/
17_Cold-War/17g_Shifts-in-American-Culture-r.htm



https://www.spiritualpilgrim.net/04_America_The-Covenant-Nation/
17_Cold-War/17g_Shifts-in-American-Culture-r.htm

https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/canada-faces-a-crisis-on-aboriginal-
reserves-un-investigator-1.1497612



Housing at Six Nations of the Grand River



2007 United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

Article 11, Number 1:


Indigenous peoples have the right to 
practice and revitalize their cultural traditions 
and customs. This includes the right to 
maintain, protect and develop the past, 
present and future manifestations of their 
cultures, such as archeological and 
historical sites, artefacts, designs, 
ceremonies, technologies and visual and 
performing arts and literature.



2007 United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous People 

Article 23:


Indigenous peoples have the right to determine 
and develop priorities and strategies for 
exercising their right to development. In 
particular, Indigenous peoples have the right to 
be actively involved in developing and 
determining health, housing and other economic 
and social programmes affecting them and, as 
far as possible, to administer such programmes 
through their own institutions.



https://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/the-built-environment-
understanding-how-phys-envts-influence-the-health-and

“The Built Environment: Understanding how physical environments influence the health and 
well-being of First Nations peoples living on-reserve." Roberta Stout (2018). 



Red Feather Development, Straw Bale Home Program (2010-12) 
Lame Deer, MT



Home as Community

Red Feather Development, Straw Bale Home Program (2010-12) 
Lame Deer, MT



Home as Process - not object or commodity

Red Feather Development, Straw Bale Home Program (2010-12) 
Lame Deer, MT





David Fortin, Jason Surkan, and Danielle Kastelein, “Métis Domestic Thresholds and the Politics of Imposed Privacy,” 
in Our Voices: Indigeneity and Architecture, ed. Rebecca Kiddle, luugigyoo patrick stewart, and Kevin O’Brien ([Novato, 
California]: ORO Editions, 2018), 76–84.



First Nations National Building Officers Association, National Research 
Council of Canada, Morrison Hershfield 

Technical Specifications for Remote Northern Indigenous Housing
2018-2022 
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A Path to Healthy Housing 

Advisory Board: luugigyoo Patrick Stewart, Jerry Otowadjiwan, Helen Bobiwash, Justice 
Seidel, Eladia Smoke, Sammy Hunter, Chuck Petahtegoose, Jake Chakasim 

2019-2020 additions: Larry Jones, Georgina Recollet and Dawn Lavell-Harvard

Technical Specifications for Remote Northern Indigenous Housing
2018-present 



A Path to Healthy Housing: Guiding Principle Diagram
(Original, 2018. Revised with Alex Wilson, 2023) 



What is remote and northern?  

Technical Specifications for Remote Northern Indigenous Housing
2018-present 
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A Path to Healthy Housing: Eladia Smoke of Smoke Architecture in Bunibonibee Cree Nation, MB 

Technical Specifications for Remote Northern Indigenous Housing
2018-present 



A Path to Healthy Housing: Brian Porter of Two Row Architects in Fort Severn First Nation, ON 
(with KPMB Architects)

Technical Specifications for Remote Northern Indigenous Housing
2018-present 



Two Row Architect (Brian Porter) with KPMB, Visit 1, Ft Severn First Nation (2019)
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Two Row Architect (Brian Porter) with KPMB, Visit 1, Ft Severn First Nation (2019)

Technical Specifications for Remote Northern Indigenous Housing
2018-present 



A Path to Healthy Housing: Two Row Architects - Fort Severn First Nation, ON 
(with KPMB Architects, drawing by Rosa Newman)

Technical Specifications for Remote Northern Indigenous Housing
2018-present 



A Path to Healthy Housing: Alfred Waugh of Formline Architecture in Deline, NWT 

Technical Specifications for Remote Northern Indigenous Housing
2018-present 



A Path to Healthy Housing: Alfred Waugh of Formline Architecture - Deline, NWT 

Technical Specifications for Remote Northern Indigenous Housing
2018-present 



Two Row Architects / KPMB (Brian Porter & 
Matt Hickey with Laurence Holland) Formline Architecture (Alfred Waugh)

Smoke Architecture (Eladia Smoke & Larissa Roque)
Obsidian Architecture (Kelly Bapty)



Indigenous Services Canada 
Indigenous Homes Innovation Initiative
2019-2022 





- Impact Measurement (Vancouver Island 
University)

- IHII Webinar Series (Project Updates, 
Sharing, etc.)

- Process
- Phase 1 - Accelerator Requirements

- Feasibility Study
- Formal Community Endorsement
- Itemized Class D Estimate
- Proof of securing additional 

funding
- Operations and Maintenance 

Plan
- Phase 2 - Construction 

- A) Technical
- B) Implementation

https://impact.canada.ca/en/case-studies/indigenous-homes-innovation-initiative#section1

IHII Steering Committee



Launch of the Indigenous Homes Innovation Initiative (IHII), 
January, 2020 - Nanaimo, BC





MASS Design Group - https://massdesigngroup.org/sites/default/files/multiple-file/2020-06/
Planning%20for%20Indigenous%20Impact.pdf



Whitefish Lake First Nation #128, Alberta

Financing Model by Whitefish Lake First Nation, Landscape and Community Design by MASS Design 
Group, Housing by David T Fortin Architect Ltd.

Drawing by MASS Design Gp (Taylor Sinclair, Jospeh Kunkel)



Whitefish Lake First Nation #128, Alberta

Landscape and Community Design by MASS Design Group, Housing by DTFA
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Landscape and Community Design by MASS Design Group, Housing by DTFA



Central Urban Métis Federation Inc. (CUMFI)

Round Prairie Elders’ Lodge, Saskatoon, SK



Central Urban Métis Federation Inc. (CUMFI)

Round Prairie Elders’ Lodge, Saskatoon, SK

Integrated design developed with CUMFI,

Big Block Construction, and Grandeur Housing

(Indigenous procurement significant impact on process)



https://mysteriesofcanada.com/manitoba/indian-tales-of-the-
canadian-prairies/

Central Urban Métis Federation Inc. (CUMFI)

Round Prairie Elders’ Lodge, Saskatoon, SK

Exterior informed by Traditional 
Métis Housing and Stories 



Central Urban Métis Federation Inc. (CUMFI)

Round Prairie Elders’ Lodge, Saskatoon, SK

Amenity Wing inspired by 
Traditional Métis Folk Home 



Central Urban Métis Federation Inc. (CUMFI)
Round Prairie Elders’ Lodge, Saskatoon, SK

Métis-inspired interiors

Drawings by Jason Surkan



Central Urban Métis Federation Inc. (CUMFI)

Round Prairie Elders’ Lodge, Saskatoon, SK
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Round Prairie Elders’ Lodge, Saskatoon, SK



 Round Prairie Elders’ Lodge (2021), Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 



Central Urban Métis Federation Inc. (CUMFI)

Round Prairie Elders’ Lodge, Saskatoon, SK
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Central Urban Métis Federation Inc. (CUMFI)

Round Prairie Elders’ Lodge, Saskatoon, SK



Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Universal Utility Core

The OCN Universal Utility Core project 
“…focuses on the most expensive, 
labour intensive, and operationally 
critical components of a house and aims 
to reduce its cost, increase quality, and 
construct quantities of utility core units 
that can meaningfully address this 
challenge in OCN and potentially 
throughout the Northern and Remote 
community regions through commercial 
manufacturing controlled by Indigenous 
communities.” 



Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Universal Utility Core

Continuation of work initiated by 
the One House Many Nations 
project (OCN, Professor Alex 
Wilson, Professor Jacob Mans 
and the Decentralized Design 
Lab, others). 



Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Universal Utility Core

Image courtesy of Jacob Mans, Decentralized Design Lab



Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Universal Utility Core



Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Universal Utility Core



Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Universal Utility Core

x

x
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Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Universal Utility Core



Whitefish Lake First Nation #128, Alberta

Landscape and Community Design by MASS Design Group, Housing by DTFA
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Whitefish Lake First Nation #128, Alberta

Landscape and Community Design by MASS Design Group, Housing by DTFA



Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Universal Utility Core
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Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Universal Utility Core





misatimosimôwin mîhkowâp (Horse Dance Lodge) 

Silver Sage Developments/ Regina Treaty/Status Indian Services (RT/SIS) 
Regina, SK
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misatimosimôwin mîhkowâp (Horse Dance Lodge) 

Silver Sage Developments/ Regina Treaty/Status Indian Services (RT/SIS) 
Regina, SK

Tipi design by Linda Obey Lavallee



misatimosimôwin mîhkowâp 
(Horse Dance Lodge) 

Silver Sage Developments/ 
Regina Treaty/Status Indian 
Services (RT/SIS) 
Regina, SK
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A Path to Healthy Housing V2: Venice Biennale 
2023 







Image: Maris Mezulis

















Emily Kok, Charles Barber, Grisha G





The Otipemisiwak Centre (2025), Kamloops, British Columbia (with Stantec) 



wâpikwaniy (2011), Gregory Scofield and Amy Briley  
Image from Gabriel Dumont Institute Collection 



Spirit Panel 

The Otipemisiwak Centre (2025), Kamloops, British Columbia (with Stantec) 



Dave Pranteau Aboriginal Children’s Village, Patrick Stewart Architect




